
	  	   	  

	  Regaining Your Right to Vote 

The right to participate in our democracy is 
one of the fundamental rights assured to us in 
the U.S. Constitution. The ACLU of Iowa is glad 
you are interested in making sure that you are 
able to exercise that right. 

     It has become more difficult in recent years in 
Iowa to restore your right to vote after being 
convicted of a felony or aggravated misdemeanor. 
After taking office in January 2011, Governor Terry 
Branstad issued an executive order that put 
additional restrictions on people with criminal 
convictions seeking to restore their voting rights.  
    Then, in December 2012, the Governor’s Office 
announced it will no longer require you to have fully 
paid all your court costs, fines, and restitution. Instead 
you must only be current on your payments. 
Additionally, you are no longer required to submit a 
credit check.  

In Iowa, before you vote, you must be 
registered in the precinct in which you live. 
Even if your voting rights have been restored, 
that doesn't automatically register you to vote. 
You still need to register to vote.	  	  
	  
You can register if all the following are true: 
• You are an Iowa resident. 
• You are at least 17 ½ years old (and 18 years 
old by election day). 
• You have given up your right to vote in any 
other place. (You'll swear to that on your 
registration form.) 
• You have not been declared by a court to 
be incompetent to vote (unless the court 
certifies you are no longer incompetent). 
• You haven't been convicted of a felony or 
aggravated misdemeanor punishable by 
more than 1 year in prison—unless your right to 
vote has been formally restored.  
 
Important note:  You must still register to vote 
before you can actually vote. Your county 
auditor's office can tell you how. To find or 
contact your county auditor, go to: 
sos.iowa.gov/elections/auditors/auditorslist.html 
	  

When you register to vote in Iowa, among other things, you must swear or affirm that you have not 
been convicted of a felony or that your rights have been restored. There are serious penalties and 
punishments if you willfully violate voting laws. 
       It is registration fraud to willfully swear falsely to that oath. 
       In addition, it is vote fraud to willfully submit a ballot or an absentee ballot that the person knows 
to be materially false, fictitious, forged, or fraudulent, as well as to willfully make a false or untrue 
statement in an application for an absentee ballot or to make or sign a false certification or affidavit 
in connection with an absentee ballot.  
        It is perjury to sign a voter registration form with false information of material facts that the 
person knows to be untrue.     
 
All of the above are Class D felonies punishable by a fine of up to $7,500 and/or 5 years in prison. 

Questions? Need Help? 

Still unsure if you are eligible to vote? 

• Check out the FAQs on voting rights restoration at 
https://governor.iowa.gov/wp-content/uploads/2011/ 
02/Citizenship-Rights-FAQ.pdf 
 
• Call the Office of the Governor at 515-281-5211. If 
the Governor's office is not responsive or you need 
more help, call the ACLU of Iowa at 515-992-0150 
or send us an email at legal.program@aclu-ia.org.   

What happens if I have been convicted of a crime punishable by more  
than one year, and I don't follow the right procedure and vote anyway? 
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 Can I register to vote? 



Can I Vote if I Have a Criminal Background? 

If you were convicted 
of this crime… 

By this 
court... 

And completed 
your sentence 
within this time 
frame... 

...Here's what you need to do to vote 
(after you have completed your sentence):  

Simple or Serious 
Misdemeanor  
(Non-aggravated and 
punishable by no more 
than one year) 

Any court Any time You can vote. You were not convicted of an “infamous 
crime” and your voting rights were not taken away. 
    However, if you are still in jail, you may have to vote by 
absentee ballot. 

Felony or Aggravated 
Misdemeanor              
(If your aggravated 
misdemeanor is 
punishable by more than 
one year) 

A court of 
the State of 
Iowa 

On or after July 4, 
2005, and before 
January 14, 2011 

You can vote. Your right to vote was restored. 

Felony or Aggravated 
Misdemeanor  
(If your aggravated 
misdemeanor is 
punishable by more than 
one year) 

A court of 
the State of 
Iowa 

On or after July 4, 
2005, and before 
January 14, 2011 

You probably can vote. Your rights should have been 
restored automatically three months after you completed 
your sentence. If you received notice of your restoration in 
the mail, and haven’t been convicted of a subsequent 
crime punishable by more than one year, you can vote. 
       However, if you never received notice of your 
restoration in the mail, or if you completed your sentence 
shortly before the new policy took effect in January 2011 
and before the restoration process for you was completed, 
you may need to apply to the Governor’s Office for 
restoration of your right to vote.  
       If you never received the notice of restoration, you 
should contact the Governor’s Office at 515-281-5211 to 
verify that you are eligible to vote. If the Governor's Office 
informs you that you are not eligible to vote, go through 
the 5 steps detailed on the next page to restore your voting 
rights. 

Felony or Aggravated 
Misdemeanor  
(If your aggravated 
misdemeanor is 
punishable by more than 
one year) 

Any court  On or after 
January 14, 2011 

Go through the 5 steps detailed on the next page to get 
your voting rights restored. You cannot vote in Iowa until 
the Governor restores your right to vote.  

Felony A court of 
another 
state 

Before  
January 14, 2011 

You can vote if your rights were restored in that state where 
you were convicted and if the State of Iowa processed  
your restoration before the new limits were imposed on 
January 14, 2011.  
     If you never received notice of restoration by the State 
of Iowa in the mail, contact the Governor’s Office at  
515-281-5211 to verify that you are eligible to vote. If the 
Governor's Office informs you that you are not eligible to 
vote, go through the 5 steps detailed on the next page to 
restore your voting rights. 

Felony A federal 
court 

Before  
January 14, 2011 

You can vote if your federal parole officer sent the State of 
Iowa a confirmation of your discharge, and the State of 
Iowa processed your restoration before the new limits were 
imposed on January 14, 2011.  
     If you never received notice of restoration by the State 
of Iowa in the mail, contact the Governor’s Office at  
515-281-5211 to verify that you are eligible to vote.  
     If the Governor's Office informs you that you are not 
eligible to vote, go through the 5 steps detailed on the next 
page to restore your voting rights. 

	  

If you were convicted of an aggravated misdemeanor or felony, use the chart below to figure out your current 
voting rights status. You must have completed your criminal sentence before your voting rights can be restored, 
but need not have paid in full your court costs, restitution, and fines.  	  



	  

1. Obtain, complete, and sign an Application for Restoration of Citizenship rights. 
If not attached to this flier, this application can be found at http://governor.iowa.gov. Click on “Constituent 
Services,” then “Restoration of Citizenship Rights.” You’ll see a link to the PDF of the application, called 
“Application for Restoration of Citizenship Rights—Right to Vote and Hold Public Office.” (It includes a release 
form, so be sure to print and fill that out.) 
  
2. Obtain a complete Iowa Criminal History Record.  
This is obtained from the Iowa Division of Criminal Investigation. Request your criminal history by filling out the 
form for a request and also the billing form for the request. This is obtained from the Iowa Division of Criminal 
Investigation.  
      Request your criminal history by filling out the form for a request and also the billing form for the request. If 
both are not attached to this flier, go to: 
      http://www.dps.state.ia.us/DCI/supportoperations/crimhistory/10-01-2010_Request_Form.pdf 
      http://www.dps.state.ia.us/DCI/supportoperations/crimhistory/10-01-2010_Billing_Form.pdf 
     Print and fill them out. Be sure to use these forms and not any non-waiver criminal histories available online. 
The fee is $15. Mail the 2 forms and a check to: 
 

Iowa Division of Criminal Investigation, 215 E. 7th St., Des Moines, IA, 50319  

Processing takes 1 to 4 weeks, and the record will then be mailed to you. Phone: 515-725-6066. 

 
3. Get printed documents verifying that you are current on your payments of court costs, restitution, 
and fines. (You don't need to have completed payment in full, so long as you are current.)	  	  
To get this verification, call the courthouse of your conviction. You may call the Department of Corrections at 
515-725-5701 to get the number for your local Community Based Corrections office, which has made itself 
available to assist you in gathering this verification. This is a new system, and the ACLU of Iowa would like to hear 
from you if they are not timely assisting you in obtaining these records. 
 
4. If you are not paid up on your court costs, restitution, and fines, include an explanation why. 
This can be a simple note. However, to make this process easier, the ACLU of Iowa has created a form 
(attached or available at www.aclu-iowa under "Legal Documents") for you to fill out and include. 
 
5. Put together the following documentation and mail.  
(1) The completed Restoration of Citizenship Rights application, including the release form 
(2) Your Iowa Criminal History Record 
(3) The documentation that you are current or fully paid up on payments to the court(s)  
(4) A note or the ACLU form, if applicable, explaining why you haven't been able to pay off in full your payments 
to the court 

Mail these items to: 
Legal Counsel, Governor's Office, State Capitol Building, Des Moines, IA 50319 

 
Note: As of December 2012, the application process is supposed to be expedited. We don’t yet know how long 
it is taking the Governor’s Office to process applications.     
        You will be mailed a decision letter informing you whether your right to vote has been restored. According 
to the Governor’s Office, if you have filled out the application correctly, have provided all the correct 
documentation, and are current on your court costs, fines, and restitution, you should have your right to vote 
restored.  
  

How to Restore Your Voting Rights 

We'd like to hear from you! 
The ACLU of Iowa is collecting stories and documenting cases of people with convictions and others 
who are not receiving fair, timely treatment and/or responses in getting their voting rights restored. 
We will then use this information to advocate for a better, fairer process.  If you'd like to share your 
story with us, please email us at legal.program@aclu-ia.org or call our legal line at 515-992-0150. 

 
This flier is not intended as legal advice. If you are seeking legal advice, you should speak with an attorney. 
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STATE OF IOWA 

Criminal History Record Check 
Request Form 

 

 

 
 

          DCI Account Number: _________________ 
          (if applicable) 

 
To: Iowa Division of Criminal Investigation  From:  
 Support Operations Bureau, 1st Floor    
 215 E. 7th Street   
 Des Moines, Iowa  50319    
 (515) 725-6066   
 (515) 725-6080  Fax    
   Phone: 
   Fax:  

 
I am requesting an Iowa Criminal History Record Check on: 
Last Name (mandatory) First Name (mandatory) Middle Name (recommended) 
   

   

Date of Birth (mandatory) Gender (mandatory) Social Security Number (recommended) 
  

Male        Female 
 

   

Waiver Information: Without a signed waiver from the subject of the request, a complete criminal history record may not 
be releasable, per Code of Iowa, Chapter 692.2. For complete criminal history record information, as allowed by law, always 
obtain a waiver signature from the subject of the request.    
 
Waiver Release: I hereby give permission for the above requesting official to conduct an Iowa criminal history record check with the Division of Criminal 
Investigation (DCI).  Any criminal history data concerning me that is maintained by the DCI may be released as allowed by law. 
 
                    Waiver Signature: ___________________________________________________________________________                                                             

   

Iowa Criminal History Record Check Results  
(DCI use only) 

As of ___________________, a search of the provided name and date of birth revealed: 

   No Iowa Criminal History Record found with DCI 

  Iowa Criminal History Record attached, DCI #______________ 

DCI initials______________ 
 



DCI-77 (08/25/10) 

 
Waiver Information: 
 

Iowa law does not require a waiver.  However, without a signed waiver from the subject of the 
request any arrest over 18 months old, without a final disposition, cannot be released to a non-law 
enforcement agency. 
 
Deferred judgments where DCI has received notice of successful completion of probation also cannot 
be released to non-law enforcement agencies without a signed waiver from the subject of the request. 
 
If the “No Iowa Criminal History Record found with DCI” box is checked, it could mean that the 
information on file is not releasable per Iowa law without a waiver. 

 
General Information: 

 
The information requested is based on name and exact date of birth only.  Without fingerprints, a 
positive identification cannot be assured.  If a person disputes the accuracy of information maintained 
by the Department, they may challenge the information by writing to the address on the front of this 
form or personally appearing at DCI headquarters during normal business hours. 
 
The records maintained by the Iowa Department of Public Safety are based upon reports from other 
criminal justice agencies and therefore, the Department cannot guarantee the completeness of the 
information provided. 
 
The criminal history record check is of the Iowa Central Repository (DCI) only. The DCI files do not 
include other states’ records, FBI records, or subjects convicted in federal court within Iowa.      
 
In Iowa, a deferred judgment is not considered a conviction once the defendant has been discharged 
after successfully completing probation.  However, it should be noted that a deferred judgment may 
still be considered as an offense when considering charges for certain specified multiple offense 
crimes, i.e. second offense OWI.  If a disposition reflects that a deferred judgment was given, you 
may want to inquire of the individual his or her current status.   
 
A deferred sentence is a conviction. The judge simply withholds implementing a sentence for a 
certain probationary period. If probation is successful, the sentence is not carried out. 
 
Any questions in reference to Iowa criminal history records can be answered by writing to the address 
on the front of this form or calling (515) 725-6066 between 8:00 a.m. and 4:30 p.m., Monday - 
Friday. 
 
REMINDER - (1) Send in a separate Request Form for each last name, (2) a fee is required for each 
last name submitted, (3) a completed Billing Form must be submitted with all request(s).  
 
Iowa law requires employers to pay the fee for potential employees’ record checks.   
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STATE OF IOWA 

Criminal History Record Check 
Billing Form 

 

 

 
Date:    DCI Account Number:

 
To: Iowa Division of Criminal Investigation  From:  
 Support Operations Bureau, 1st Floor   
 215 E. 7th Street   

 

 Des Moines, Iowa  50319   
 (515) 725-6066   

 

 (515) 725-6080  Fax   
   Phone: 

 

   Fax:  

 
• A completed Billing Form is required when submitting record check requests to the DCI. 
• Each last name submitted requires a separate Request Form with payment for each. 
• Only one Billing Form is needed when submitting several requests at the same time. 
• Payment must be included unless a pre-paid account is established. 
• All pre-paid accounts must submit an Account Number. 
• Please check either Mail Back or Fax Back results; we will not do both. 

 
On the lines provided below, please write the last name(s) of the person(s) you are submitting the record check 
on.  This is important for tracking purposes. 

 
DCI‐76 (08/25/10)   

METHOD OF PAYMENT  
(Checks should be made payable to the Iowa Division of Criminal Investigation)  

Check #__________      Cash       Money Order      Pre-paid Account        Interagency   

MasterCard/Visa/Discover:  
 

Expiration Date: 
  

Cardholder’s Name: 
 

 
  

     

Mail Back Results   Fee per request $15.00 
 

Fax Back Results   
Number of requests submitted: x 

 

*If neither box above is checked, results 
will be mailed back to the address provided. Amount Due: $ 

 

1.    2.    3.    4.    5. 

6.    7.    8.    9.    10. 



This	  is	  a	  form	  created	  by	  the	  ACLU	  of	  Iowa	  to	  help	  applicants	  for	  restoration	  of	  voting	  
rights	  more	  easily	  answer	  the	  question	  posed	  by	  the	  Governor's	  Office,	  as	  part	  of	  the	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  
application	  process,	  on	  why	  they	  are	  not	  current	  on	  their	  payments.	  
	  
Date:	  ______________________(Month/	  Day/	  Year)	  
	  
Re:	  EXPLANATION	  OF	  PAYMENTS	  
	  
To	  Whom	  It	  May	  Concern:	  
	  
As	  the	  attached	  documentation	  shows,	  I	  am	  current	  on	  my	  payments	  for	  court	  costs,	  
restitution,	  and	  fines.	  However,	  I	  have	  not	  completed	  (paid	  in	  full)	  my	  court	  costs,	  
restitution,	  and	  fines.	  	  
	  
I	  am	  currently	  paying:	  $_____________________each	  ________________(week,	  month,	  year)	  
(State	  the	  amount	  of	  money,	  usually	  set	  up	  in	  monthly	  payments,	  that	  you	  are	  
paying.)	  
	  
Check	  one	  or	  both	  of	  the	  following:	  
	  
The	  reason	  my	  payments	  are	  not	  completed	  (paid	  in	  full)	  is:	  	  

	  
I	  cannot	  financially	  afford	  to	  pay	  a	  lump	  sum.	  	  
	  
	  
Other.	  Please	  explain:	  

_________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________	  
	  
Name:	  (Please	  print)	  _______________________________________________________________________	  
	  
Name:	  (Your	  signature)	  ____________________________________________________________________	  
	  
When	  completed,	  this	  form	  should	  be	  sent,	  along	  with	  your	  other	  application	  
materials,	  to:	  
	  

Legal	  Counsel	  
Governor’s	  Office	  

State	  Capitol	  Building	  
Des	  Moines,	  IA	  50319	  
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