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Letter to President George W. Bush 

August 5, 2003  

President George W. Bush 
The White House 
Washington DC 20510  

Dear Mr. President:.  

We read with grave concern a report in today’s The New York Times that the Administration is considering 
reducing loan guarantees for Israel in an effort to pressure Israel into suspending construction of a security 
fence between Israel and Palestinian-controlled areas.  

The construction of a security fence by the State of Israel acknowledges what we all know to be true: no 
security or peace plan can move forward in the face of violence. Despite Israel’s efforts towards peace, the 
people of Israel have faced continued terrorist attacks. Although Israelis are tired of the violence, uncertainty, 
and fear, the Israeli government continues to engage in a good faith effort to achieve peace and security in 
the entire region. We should strongly support that effort.  

U.S. involvement in the Middle East peace process must always have as its primary objective the preservation 
of Israel's security and stability. As a sovereign, democratic nation - and our closest ally in the Middle East - 
Israel has the right and responsibility to make decisions affecting its own future. While it should be a priority of 
our foreign policy to help the parties along the path to negotiations and an eventual peace agreement, the 
U.S. must never pressure Israel to take a position or action which would jeopardize the security of its citizens.  

While we commend you and the Administration for engaging in a concerted effort to bring stability and security 
to the Middle East, we urge you not to use U.S. assistance to dictate how the State of Israel addresses its 
security needs. The focus of U.S. policy must be on eliminating terrorism in order to build a solid foundation 
upon which future negotiations can stand.  

Thank you for your attention to this matter. We look forward to your prompt reply.  

Sincerely,  
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